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Brussels, 15 April 2003

PRESS RELEASE

New team of young farmers takes the lead in the European Council of Young Farmers (CEJA)

Hans-Benno Wichert, young pig farmer from the South of Germany, has been reelected president of CEJA which held its General Assembly yesterday in Brussels. Together with a new team of four vice presidents Sirpa Lintunen, young dairy farmer from Northern Finland, Spiros Tsotos, young fruit grower from Northern Greece, Sylvain Marmier, young dairy farmer from Eastern part of France, and Giacomo Ballari, young milk and honey producer from Northern Italy.  

The General Assembly fixed CEJA’s objectives for 2003:

· Prevail conditions and economic  incentives for agricultural entrepreneurs to start up and turn the ageing of the professional agricultural population,

· Prepare Europe’s young farmer to enlargement, 

· Fight for safe and fair trade rather than free trade within the WTO,

· The future direction of the CAP (milk quota, decoupling and modulation),

· The future of Mediterranean agriculture,

· Discussing alternative support systems in European agriculture, 

· Improving the image in European agriculture through dialogue with and protection of the consumers. 

On enlargement the newly re-elected CEJA president, Hans-Benno Wichert, states: ‘Later this month the 10 new member states will sign the accession agreement in Greece. This is a historical event and CEJA must use 2003 to prepare a successful enlargement for young farmers in the EU and the new member states.’

- ENDS-

For further information:

Henriette Christensen, Secretary  General, Tel: + 32 2 230 42 10, E-mail: ceja@ceja.be

CEJA is made up of 22 national organisations from the 15 European Union Member States and 6 associated members from the candidate countries representing around one million young farmers in Europe. CEJA represents the political interests of its members with the primary goal of ensuring installation of young farmers, and is considered one of the key advocates for the agricultural sector.  CEJA’s main objectives are to ease the installation in Europe, to inform and train young farmers, to act as a forum for communication and dialogue between young farmers and to sensitise European citizens to farming related issues.

